
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

ADAAWE INDIGENOUS BUSINESS HUB CELEBRATES ONE YEAR OF EMPOWERING 
INDIGENOUS ENTREPRENEURS IN OTTAWA 

OTTAWA, ON – October 11, 2023 - ADAAWE Indigenous Business Hub, a centre of Indigenous business 
support and innova�on for Indigenous entrepreneurs is thrilled to announce its first-year anniversary 
on October 12, 2023. Over the past year, ADAAWE has made significant strides in empowering 
Indigenous business owners and fostering a vibrant community of Indigenous entrepreneurs. 

ADAAWE Indigenous Business Hub has become a pillar of support and a catalyst for Indigenous 
entrepreneurship in Otawa. With a commitment to nurturing business skills, providing valuable 
resources, and fostering collabora�on for First Na�on, Inuit, and Mé�s entrepreneurs, ADAAWE has 
rapidly achieved impressive milestones and demonstrated its unwavering dedica�on to the success of 
Indigenous businesses.  ADAAWE has grown from an idea to a community of more than 200 
Indigenous entrepreneurs. 

Karen Smith, Founder of Aun�es Catering Services, and a par�cipant in the ADAAWE Incubator 
Program stated, “A�er seeing ADAAWE on social media, I decided to sign up for a photography 
workshop. Litle did I know that I had stumbled upon an incredible community of passionate 
entrepreneurs who were as crea�ve and driven as myself. I've hardly le� the Hub ever since!  ADAAWE 
is more than a resource centre because this hub breeds opportuni�es naturally. Since becoming a 
member, the Hub has provided me with retail space, networking events, workshop development, a 
physical workspace with technology, and photography space and camera access.  In the next year, I am 
most looking forward to mee�ng new members who will be joining the ADAAWE Hub and being able 
to mentor and grow along with them!” 

Many proud accomplishments have been achieved in the first year, all of which support and nurture a 
pathway to strengthen Indigenous Prosperity and the Indigenous economy in Canada.   
Some highlights include: 

Membership Growth - ADAAWE proudly welcomes over 200 members into its thriving community. 
These members are the heart and soul of our hub, represen�ng a diverse and dynamic group of 
Indigenous entrepreneurs. 

Community Engagement - Four major community events have been organized and hosted, crea�ng a 
sense of unity and collabora�on not only among our members but also within the broader Otawa 
community. 

Knowledge and Skill Building - Over 100 workshops and training sessions have been conducted, 
equipping Indigenous entrepreneurs with the tools and knowledge necessary to thrive in today's 
business landscape. 

https://adaawe.ibhub.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/auntiescatering/


Mentorship Support - ADAAWE has provided more than 250 mentor office hours, offering invaluable 
guidance and wisdom to aspiring Indigenous entrepreneurs. 

Cu�ng-Edge Facili�es - A state-of-the-art produc�on studio has been launched, enhancing our 
members' ability to create and innovate. 

Incubator Program - ADAAWE ini�ated a major incubator program pilot, suppor�ng Indigenous 
entrepreneurs in their journey to build their businesses full-�me for three months. 

Strategic Partnerships - Meaningful partnerships with key organiza�ons such as BDC, Invest Otawa, 
Gowlings, and TikTok have been established, strengthening our support network, and expanding 
opportuni�es for our members. 

Member-Led Ini�a�ves - ADAAWE has supported over 25 member-led programs, contribu�ng over 
$50,000 in procurements into the ADAAWE Member community through services and products 
offered in our Pop-Up shop and in opera�ng day-to-day programs and ac�vi�es. 

ADAAWE is supported by the Na�onal Aboriginal Capital Corpora�ons Associa�on (NACCA) and CEO 
Shannin Metatawabin shared, "As we celebrate the first anniversary of ADAAWE, it is achieving all that 
we intended the ini�a�ve to do.  This Indigenous Business Hub has been instrumental in providing 
Indigenous entrepreneurs with resources, enabling their success. Over the past year, we've witnessed 
small Indigenous businesses play a pivotal role in job crea�on, income genera�on for business owners, 
offering vital services to our communi�es, and making substan�al contribu�ons to the economy." 

Zachary Pashe, Founder of Sioux Village Bannock, and the ADAAWE Hub-Team Lead added, “Being the 
ADAAWE Hub-Team Lead has taught me so much and to be in tune with myself and showcase what I 
can do within my Indigenous business community.  My vision is to keep Indigenous entrepreneurs 
inspired and empowered and to get Indigenous businesses on the streets of the world!” 

 
ADAAWE Indigenous Business Hub is not just a space; it's a thriving ecosystem of support, 
collabora�on, and empowerment for Indigenous entrepreneurs.  For First Na�on, Inuit, and Mé�s that 
now make the Otawa region home, we welcome you to join and build your business. For the many 
urban Indigenous away from tradi�onal territories, at ADAAWE you will find members of your 
community, culture, and business support. As we celebrate this remarkable milestone, we invite 
everyone to join us in recognizing the strength and essen�al contribu�on of Indigenous business 
owners to the greater Canadian economy. 
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For media inquiries or more informa�on, please contact: Joël Lamoureux, Communica�ons Manager, NACCA – 
jlamoureux@nacca.ca / 613-316-4089 

 

ADAAWE Indigenous Business Hub is a co-working and community hub for Indigenous entrepreneurs, creators, and 
business owners in Ottawa-Centre to gather, learn, collaborate, trade, and thrive on the unceded Algonquin Territory. 

https://www.bdc.ca/en
http://www.investottawa.ca/event/crypto4a-product-launch/
https://support.tiktok.com/contact
http://www.nacca.ca/
mailto:jlamoureux@nacca.ca

